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LEGISLATURE PONDERING 


LIBRARY STATE AID BILL | 


House Bill 30, the Indiana’ Library 
State Aid Bill is in the mill of the 1949 
Indiana Legislature. 


Introduced by Representative Donald 
A. Rogers of Bloomington, this bill, 
which is being pushed by the joint leg- 
islative committee of ILA and ILTA, 
was referred to the House Ways and 
Means “B” committee of which Repre- 
sentative Leo Meagher of Evansville is 
chairman. 


Summaries of this bill have been 
widely distributed and have appeared in 
the last two issues of Focus and the last 
issue of Library Occurrent. 


Your joint ILA-ILTA legislative com- 
mittee has been busy contacting leg- 
islators, organizations and _ interested 
persons. Organizations that have signified 
their intentions of supporting the bill are 
the Indiana Farm Bureau, Indiana Con- 
gress of Parents and Teachers, Indiana 
Federation of Women’s clubs, the State 
Federation of Business and Professional 
Women’s clubs, State Chapter of the 
American Association of University Wo- 
men and the Indiana State Industrial 
Union Council of the CIO. 

The legislative committee sent a letter 
to each legislator asking him to consider 
the bill. A considerable number replied, 
stating that they regarded the bill fav- 
orably or wished to study it further. 
There were no outright expressions of 
opposition. 

According to Harold F. Brigham, State 
Library Director, the outlook is con- 


demands on the legislature for appropri- 
ations, particularly the soldier’s bonus. 


Librarians and trustees must continue 
by every means to emphasize the need 
for financial assistance in order to 
strengthen and extend library service in 
Indiana. 


MARGARET A. HAGER 
GOING TO JOPLIN 


ILA Vice-president Margaret Hager, 
librarian of the LaPorte Public Library, 
announces that she cannot serve out her 
term of office because she is resigning 
her LaPorte position to become librarian 
of the Joplin, Missouri Public Library. 

Miss Hager has served on the Library 
Action Committee which came forth 
with the Indiana Library Trustees Man- 
ual. Last year, Miss Hager made the 
rounds of all the District Meetings to 
urge support of the Action Committee’s 
program. 


VO. 5Miss Hager’s successor in the ILA 


vice-presidency has not been chosen. 
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NUMBER 1 


ACTION AT ALA MIDWINTER 
MEANS INTERESTING REGIONALS 


STATE LIBRARY ANNOUNCEMENT 


Announcement is made of the appointment of Miss Lena B. Nofcier to the position of 
Head of the Extension Division of the State Library effective March 1. 


Miss Nofcier served for fifteen years in the corresponding position in Kentucky, as 
secretary and director of library extension of the Kentucky Library Commission from 1930 
until 1945. Since 1945, Miss Nofcier has been engaged by her alma mater, Asbury College, 
at Wilmore, Kentucky, to organize the library of the Asbury Theological Seminary. She 
had previously served as librarian of the college, from 1925 to 1930. 


Miss Nofcier is a native Ohioan, and taught in the public schools of Ohio before 
taking her library training at the Library School of the University of Illinois in 1928. 


The appointment of Miss Nofcier is the culmination of special plans of the governing 
board of the State Library to develop the field services of the Extension Division and at 
the same time to strengthen other services of the State Library which are of urgent im- 


portance to library progress in Indiana. 


The important part which the State Library has played in library development in the 
State in recent years has heen due in a very large measure to the untiring work of one 
person, Hazel B. Warren, who has served as Head of the Extension Division since 1926, 
one year after the Division took the place of the former Indiana Library Commission. 
Miss Warren’s accomplishments have received national recognition, particularly in the 


counsels of the American Library Association. 


Miss Warren served from 1941 to 1947 on the library Extension Board of this national 
body, and she has been a constant consultant of other states in matters of library extension. 
In 1947 Miss Warren met with an automobile accident in the line of duty, necessitating 


relief from work which requires heavy travel. 


As soon as Miss Nofcier can assume the 


duties of Head of the Extension Division, Miss Warren will serve the State Library in a 


new capacity as Consultant for Library Certification and Placement. 


To this new depart- 


ment of the State Library Miss Warren will bring her broad experience and knowledge, 
serving as assistant to the Library Certification Board in the administration of the state 
law governing the certification of professional librarians in tax supported libraries of the 
state. She will also establish a system for the recruiting and placement of librarians as a 


service to libraries of Indiana. 


H. F. BRIGHAM, Director, Indiana State Library. 


1949 ILA-ILTA COMMITTEES 


To give impetus to the library projects 
and program throughout the state, ILA 


sidered encouraging in spite of the heavy | and ILTA appointments to committees 


have been announced by Dr. Robert A. 
Miller, ILA president and Mrs. Frederick 
Borns, ILTA president. 


LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE 


Esther Thornton, Indianapolis Public, Chair- 
man 

Elsa Strassweg. New Albany 

Cecil Byrd, Indiana University 

Mrs. Marie Burris, Washington (Trustee) 

Mr. Paul R. Benson, New Castle (Trustee) 

Mrs. W. H. Frazier, Nashville (Trustee) 


RETIREMENT AND PENSIONS 


Mrs. Mary Wells, Public, 
Chairman 

Florence Bennett, South Bend 

George Hyman, Logansport (Trustee) 


DISTRICT MEETINGS 


Head of Extension Division, State Library, 
Chairman 

Louise Robertson, Princeton 

Mrs. Ruth Bourne, Spencer 

Jane Aspinall, South Bend 

Mrs. D. D. Quickel, Anderson (Trustee) 


LIBRARY ACTION COMMITTEE 


Harriet Carter, Elkhart, Chairman 

Marcella Foote, Connersville 

Mary Louise Mann, Arsenal 
H. S., Indianapolis 

John Moriarty, Purdue 

Audrey Benner, Elkhart (Trustee) 

Mrs. George W. Blair, Mishawaka (Trustee) 

Mrs. Irene Strieby, Lilly Laboratories, In- 
dianapolis 


Indianapolis 


Technical 





SMALL LIBRARY PROBLEMS 


Edith Hogue, Hagerstown, Chairman 

Edith Burton, Bicknell 

Edith Biddle, West Lafayette 

Mrs. R. O. Bertsch, Cambridge City (Trus- 


tee) 
LOAN FUND 


Mary Holmes, Logansport, Chairman 
Frances Stalker, Indianapolis Public 
Ruth Bean, Evansville 

Harold F. Brigham, State Library 
Robert A. Miller, Indiana University 


TRUSTEES’ CITATION 


Margaret Hager, LaPorte, Chairman 
Mrs. Lucile Sheppard, Lebanon 
Bertha Ashby, Bloomington 

Robert A. Miller, Indiana Universtiy 
Harold F. Brigham, State Library 


INDIANA FEDERAL RELATIONS 


Frances Stalker, Indianapolis Public, Co- 


ordinator 
PUBLIC RELATIONS 


Wilbur Nagley, Indianapolis Public, Chair- 
man 

Harold J. Sander, Indianapolis Public 

Edith Thompson, Frankfort 

Fred Reynolds, Fort Wayne 


MEMBERSHIP 


Lois Ringo, Anderson, Chairman 

Lella Kelly, Franklin High School 

Mrs. Martha Schaaf, Lilly Laboratories 

William A. Kozumplik, Notre Dame Uni- 
versity 


CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT 


Caroline Dunn, Smith Library, Ind. His- 
torical Society, Chairman 
Wilma Reeve, Indianapolis Public 


1 The January 20-23 Midwinter ALA 
meeting in Chicago was well attended 
(1400) and quite an interesting . affair, 
according to John H. Moriarty, ILA’s 
representative on the ALA Council. 

Several baker’s dozens of Hoosier li- 
brarians were there and from reports we 
get Margaret Rufsvold did well on a 
fine program on film methods. Dan Wil- 
liams got a chance to elaborate on New 
Harmony and Margaret Wallace re- 
ported well on hospital library work. 

Three big items on the agenda were 
the forthcoming regional ALA meetings, 
the Fourth Activities Committee’s report 
and the Public Library Inquiry (Leigh 
study). 

Planing for this region’s meeting to be 
held at Grand Rapids next November 
9-12 seems well under way. By compar- 
ison, it appears that more concrete and 
definite planning and arranging has been 
done by this region than any of the other 
regions. 

Segregation policy and _ intellectual 
freedom came in for some council dis- 
cussion. The non-segregation policy is a 
complicated factor for some of the re- 
gional groups in scheduling their regional 
meetings. 

The Grand Rapids regional meeting 
will offer further opportunity for the dis- 
| cussion of the Leigh study and the 
| Fourth Activities Committee’s report. 
For the text of this report see your Janu- 
| ary issue of the ALA Bulletin. The Leigh 
study will appear sometime this summer. 

Warm discussion of the Fourth Activi- 
ties Committee report occurred at Mid- 
winter. Recommendations 1, 2, 14 and 
16 were accepted. Other points were 
threshed about. This report should be 
| read by every librarian. 

It was also announced that the New- 
| bery and Caldecott awards will be made 
| at the Grand Rapids meeting. 
| Council meetings were also exciting, 
according to Mr. Moriarty. A determined 
| group of councilors disapproved of the 
nominating committee’s following the 
usual precedent and bringing in only one 
name for the office of ALA vice president 
and president-elect. The nominating 
committee submitted the name of Carl 
H. Milam, former ALA executive secre- 
tary and now librarian of the United 
Nations Department of Public Informa- 
tion. 

A petition from the council added to 
the slate for this office the name of Clar- 
ence R. Graham of Louisville. Additional 
nominations between now and May 20 
may still appear. 

Our ILTA members were honored by 
the action of the ALA Trustees section. 
This section is considering the adoption 
of the ILTA Trustees Manual as the 
official ALA Trustees Manual, subject to 
ILTA approval. 
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COACH MILLER’S 
DURING-THE-HALF 
PEP TALK 


Hoosier basketball has nothing 
on our association committees. 
There’s more leadership, fireball 
and down-right hard work in these 
committees of Indiana librarians 
and trustees than one could reason- 
ably expect. 

Each member of our associa- 
tions can help these committees by 
giving support and constructive 
suggestions to the chairman, by 
reading the reports and by follow- 
ing the committee programs. 

At this particular time, the Leg- 
islative Committee needs your sup- 
port. It will not be easy to secure 
passage of the state aid bill but if 
you will talk state aid wherever 
you go you will be giving real as- 
sistance to a hard-working com- 
mittee. Do your representatives 
and senators know how your library 
will benefit from the bill? Do they 
know that you want it and believe 
in it? If they don’t know, tell them 
by letter or by telephone. Why not 
see them in Indianapolis when you 
next go shopping, or catch them at 
home on the week end. 

Maurice Early says in the Jn- 
dianapolis Star that we have no 
lobby and our appeals for help may 
be lost. I think we are our own 
lobby and we have many friends. 
I think our appeals will be heard 
if we will all speak. 


Robert A. Miller, 
President, Ind. Lib. Assn. 


Focus Pierces Iron Curtain 


Walter Lange, the assistant editor of 
Focus, reports that he has received an 
order for a 1949 subscription to Focus 
from the GOSUDARSTVENNAJA BIB- 
LIOTEKA in Moscow, USSR. 

We will gladly comply. Our only worry 
is that our typewriter ribbons won't last 
very long addressing the copies to Gos- 
udarstvennaja etc. And the poor linotype 
operator may tell us to go some- 
where else. 





| BROTHER, CAN THAT 

| DIME BE SPAREDP 

| U.S. libraries bought 29 mil- 
lion dollars worth of books in 1948. 
This is the gist of a Publishers 
Weekly article for January 15. 

Making this estimate from re- 
ports gathered from Saturday Re- 
view and Library Journal, P. W. 
goes on to break down the figures. 
Public libraries spent 13 million, 
university libraries 10 million, high 
school libraries 7 million and spe- 
cial libraries 2 million. 

These figures, which total 32 
million, include book and periodi- 
cal expenditures. The latter are 
estimated as 10 percent of the book 
expenditures. 

Now let’s see, the population of 





the U.S. is about 148 million. This 
means that libraries throughout 
the country spent about 22 cents 
per capita for books and magazines 
last year. This includes all libraries. 
Public libraries in 1948 spent less 
than nine cents per capita for new 
books and magazines. Less than 
one thin deflated dime. The price 
of two daily newspapers. Less than 
the price of almost every single 
popular magazine! 


mow ©O... 

In the particular library where 
your editor holds forth, out of the 
total collection of about 10,000 
titles 263 start with HOW TO this 
that and the other thing. The How 
To’s rank first as initial book title 
words. 

We believe this is important. It 
means something. It exemplifies 
better than two hour speeches or 
100 page manuscripts “The Im- 
portance of the Library to the 
Community” or “The Library as a 
Promoter of Adult Education.” 

A library’s collection holds the 
key to How To a lot of beneficial 





things. Books can give you a lot 
of free advice. Then you can take 
it or leave it and the advice giver 
will never say “I told you so.” 








New Faces 
New Places 


Ethel G. Baker, librarian of the South 
Bend Public Library reports that Bettie- 
Alice Scherzinger who has been serving 
as assistant librarian at South Bend’s 
River Park Branch went to Mishawaka 
as children’s librarian on February 1. 


Miss Baker is interested in filling this 
vacancy caused by Miss Scherzinger’s 
exit. South Bend also needs a cataloger 
for head position in their adult depart- 
ment. If anyone is interested, please 
contact Miss Baker. 


v v 7 


At the last ILA Executive Board meet- 
ing it was decided to reduce the number 
of Spring District meetings from ten to 
five or seven. 

7 Y v 


It has been suggested that the “Small 
Libraries Problems Committee” be re- 
named and called the “Edith” committee. 
Serving as librarian members of this 
committee are Ediths Hogue, Burton, and 
Biddle. Mrs. R. O. Bertsch of Cambridge 
City was pressured to change her first 
name to “Edith” but agreed to accept it 
as a nickname. Calling the roll in this 
committee will be easy. 

7 v 7 


Carolyn Morgenstern, the secretary in 
the State Library’s Reference Division 
for a number of years, retired on Novem- 
ber 1. Miss Morgenstern was an im- 
portant part of Focus. She did most of 
the typing, stencil cutting and mailing 
on the old mimeographed publication 
and did the typing and supervised the 
mailing of the present Focus. Her effi- 
cient efforts, patience and wise counsel 
are missed by your editor. 

v v 7 

Mrs. Martha Schaaf, of Lilly Labora- 
tories Library received an award of 
$113.50 from her employers for suggest- 
ing the idea of subscribing for magazines 
and business services for a 2 and 3 year 
periods instead of by the single year. 

v v v 

On the Mutual Network broadcast of 
the Northwestern University reviewing 
stand on January 23, Forest Spaulding, 
librarian of the Des Moines Public Li- 
brary, represented ALA on the panel 
“What America Is Reading.” 

7 v ¢ 


The Quarrie Corporation of Chicago, 
publishers of World Book and Childcraft 
has been taken over by Marshall Field. 

7 v 7 


Florence A. Wood, first assistant li- 
brarian at the New Albany Public Li- 
brary, retired on January 1, 1949. She 
was succeeded by Martha Severin, a 
member of the staff. 

7 7 7 

On January 1, 1949, Mrs. Blanchard 
Beals retired as librarian of the Westfield 
Public Library, a position she has held 
for 23 years. Mrs. Helen Van Camp Hull, 
formerly of the Indianapolis Public Li- 
brary, has been appointed to fill the 
vacancy. 

7 Y 7 


Ethel Gantz, reference librarian of the 
Muncie Public Library, has accepted the 
additional assignment of cataloger. She 
succeeds in that position Mrs. Frances 
Elliott Reynold, who retired on Janu- 
ary 1, 1949. 

7 7 7 


Mrs. Mary Eleanor Weaver and Mrs. 
Suzanne Burnside Jackson have recently 
been appointed to the two trailer units 
of the Gary Public Library. Both of the 
new staff members are graduates of the 
University of Illinois. 
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Proof Positive! 


The John C. Winston Co. reports that 
of its married life cartoon books by H.T. 
Webster and Caswell Adams, the one en- 
titled “How to Torture Your Wife” is 
outselling “How to Torture Your Hus- 
band” 6-1. We think this has great sig- 
nificance, but aren’t exactly sure what. 


yr - 8. & 


Dope on Bores 
A really intriguing title struck our eye 
in the Publishers Weekly for January 15. 
It was: 
Ness, Fred C. 
Practical Dope on the Big Bores. 


Here we thought was an expose on army 
officers, convention speakers or uninvited 
week-end guests—but no, on reading the 
fine print, we were disappointed to find 
it was about ammunition and large cali- 
ber cartirdges. Oh, shoot! 
r t 7 
Rags-to-Riches-in-one- Y ear 

Being well acquainted with the lower 
economic levels by virtue of being a 
librarian, a form letter from an invest- 
ment counseling firm really caused us to 
perk up. 

They were trying to counsel us on 
stocks. For $2.00 they were going to send 
us their special report on their “32 Spe- 
cial From-Rags-to-Riches-in-one-Y ear 
Stocks.” 

Their directions were simple, but point 
one of their three-point program cooked 
our goose. It twas: 

(1) Get a good amount of cash. 


Guess we'll have the wife patch the hole 
in our socks and defer entering our can- 
didacy for the “Man of distinction” ad. 


7 7 7 


Toe re mi fa etc. 


Then there was the moron who was 
looking through the 780’s for footnotes 
to play on his shoe horn. 


7 7 7 


Churchill Paraphrased 


An Indiana representative, when asked 
whether he cared to state his views on 
the proposed library state aid bill, re- 
plied, “Please do not press for too much. 
So much is being asked by so many.” 


CHILDREN’S LIBRARIANS 
HEAR YE! HEAR YE! 


Mildred Voelkel, Children’s Libra- 
rian at Evansville asks Focus to re- 
mind librarians giving service to chil- 
dren that in selecting the sections in 
A.L.A. memberships to please con- 
sider the Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People. 


Miss Voelkel says, “Your member- 
ship will bring returns to you and to 
your organization. You will receive 
‘Top of the News’, a magazine pub- 
lished four times a year by the di- 
vision. This publication covers sub- 
jects of interest to public and school 
librarians. It is great help when you 
are looking for inspiration, for ideas, 
for new angles to old problems or for 
up-to-the-minute information on 
your field of work. You will also 
have an opportunity to vote for the 
Newbery and Caldecott awards. Join 
the Children’s Library Association. 
It needs your help.” 
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LIBRARY INQUIRY 
CONFERENCE 
TOPIC 


The Public Library Inquiry, (Leigh 
Study) will be the subject of a Library 
Conference sponsored by the Graduate 
Library School of the University of Chi- 
cago to be held from August 8-13. 


In 1946 the American Library Associa- 
tion proposed to the Social Science Re- 
search Council that the Council conduct 
a “thorough and comprehensive study of 
the American free public library .. . an 
appraisal in sociological, cultural, and 
human terms of the extent to which the 
libraries are achieving their objectives” 
and of the library’s “potential and ac- 
tual contribution to American society.” 


The Public Library Inquiry was or- 
ganized in March, 1947 under the general 
direction of Dr. Robert D. Leigh. A staff 
of several members with varying back- 
grounds has been at work in the past 
two years on perhaps the most complete 
single study of the public library as an 
American institution. It will conclude its 
work with the publication of several 
reports in the summer of 1949. 


The Library Conference of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago will provide the first 
opportunity for public librarians to dis- 
cuss the findings and results of the In- 
quiry. Each of the major reports of the 
Inquiry will be discussed by a panel of 
three members: a librarian expert in the 
field, a social scientist, and the staff 
member of the Inquiry responsible for 
the report. 


Among the topics to be considered are: 
the government and political position of 
the American public library, library fi- 
nance, use of the public library, the role 
of films and recordings in library service, 
the personnel of the American public 
library, library techniques and processes, 
the book publishing industry, govern- 
ment publications, and the general report 
of the Inquiry. 


For those reports not yet published at 
the time of the Conference, participants 
will be provided with a brief abstract of 
the major findings, The plan for the Con- 


ference is not simply to present the find- 
ings and recommendations of the Inquiry 


but rather to consider their validity and 
their implications for library service. 


A detailed program for the Conference 
will be available in March or April, 1949. 


THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR SUGGESTIONS! 


Since the Reorganization in 1925 we have invited 
librarians to offer suggestions for the betterment of 


OUR SERVICE 


Your response and our desire to give the best always 
HAS MADE THIS BINDERY A LEADER IN INDIANA 


During 1949... 


WE PLEDGE TO CONTINUE THAT SAME POLICY 


NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY COMPANY OF INDIANA, INC. 
546 South Meridian Street 








FEDERAL LIBRARY 
AID BILL NOW 
IN CONGRESS 


A bill to stimulate provision of library 
to 35 million people in the United States 
who do not have access to public libraries 
was introduced in the U.S. Senate Janu- 
ary 5, the second “work day” of the new 
Congress, by Senators Lister Hill of Ala- 
bama and George D. Aiken of Vermont 
and Paul H. Douglas of Illinois. This bill 
became S. 130. 


An identical measure, H.R. 874, was 
introduced in the House by Representa- 
tive Ray J. Madden of Indiana. 


In the Senate the bill was referred to 
the Labor and Public Welfare committee 
and in the House it was assigned to the 
Education and Labor committee. Al- 
ready, the Senate committee has reported 
favorably on it. It is now ready for 
second reading in the Senate. 


The bill, which passed the Senate last 
year, is known as the Public Library 
Service Demonstration Bill. It provided 
Federal grants of $40,000 a year for five 
years to each state for the purpose of 
setting up demonstrations, or “sample” 
of free library service in areas where 
there are no libraries or where the library 
service is inadequate. 


States may also receive additional 
funds from $40,000 to $100,000 a year 
on a matching basis if they choose to 
carry out an expanded plan of library 
extension. 


Plans for use of the funds made avail- 
able under the bill will be formulated by 
State Library agencies, subject to the | 
approval of the U. S. Commissioner of 
Education. The State agencies will ad- | 
minister the program. 


Good Books 


for 


Children’s Reading 


Displayed for your eval- 


uation without obligation 


ARTHUR C. GAU 
832 North Main Street 
SOUTH BEND 
Representing 
Beckley-Cardy Company 


CERTIFIED 
LIBRARY BINDERY 





Indianapolis 4, Indiana 


THE MEMBERSHIP SITUATION 


In view of the proposed plan of combined membership of the American Library 
Association and the Indiana Library Association it was suggested that a study be 
made of membership figures in I.L.A. 


The public libraries in the state were divided into groups according to income. 
The following tables show the results: 


Less than $3,000 
106 Libraries 
63 Members 


46 Libraries having 
no members 


$5,000 - $20,000 
58 Libraries 
76 Members 


8 Libraries having 
no members 


Less than $5,000 
52 Libraries 
56 Members 


8 Libraries having 
no members 


$50,000 - 
8 Libraries 
226 Members 


$20,000 - $50,000 
13 Libraries 
49 Members 


Additional memberships show 5 life, 3 libraries as institutions, 20 Indiana State, 
70 school and 58 college and university, 10 special and 1 trustee. 


The incomplete registration for the state conference last fall gave a total of 344 
in attendance. Of these 264 were active members of I.L.A., there being ‘213 ‘public ~ 
and state librarians, 14 school and 37 college and university librarians. 


Statistics from the American Library Association give Indiana a total member- 
ship of 516. Public Librarians hold 237, college and university 78, school librarians 
69, State library 16, special 15 and other groups complete the total. 


According to figures from the Indiana Yearbook for 1947 the total number em- 
ployed in public libraries in this state, not including sub-professional or clerical help, 
was 739. This would indicate that there is approximately 200 potential new mem- 
bers for I. L.A. to be brought into the fold, not to mention several hundred from the 


| sub-professional and clerical group. 


Let’s everyone win one for 1949 ! 


Lois R1nco, Chairman, Membership Committee. 


an investment 


in lasting beauty... TREND 


the new LB functional library furniture 


Lasting beauty distinguishes TREND’s contribution to your 
library. TREND’s modern, functional styling combines flush 
construction and rounded corners with complete economy 
of line to eliminate dust-catchers, reduce splintering and 
lower your maintenance costs. 

Librarians everywhere approve of TREND as the conclu- 
sive answer to their furniture requirements. For complete 
information phone your nearest Remington Rand Inc. office 
or, write for the booklets “TREND” and “Planning the 
Library Building”. 


Exhibit Cases 
Visible Records 


Library Furniture Wood Shelving 
Charging Systems 


Tables and Chairs 


Library Supplies 


Catalog Cases Magazine Racks 


Kand Library Bureau 


1535 N. MERIDIAN STREET, INDIANAPOLIS 


@ DEPT. M-149 
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FACTS ON LIBRARY 
PROFESSION SOUGHT 


Surveying our profession on a na- 
tional scale, the U.S. Bureau of Labor 
Statistics and the American Library As- 
sociation .are seeking by means of a 
questionnaire to gain facts from which 
to construct an actual picture of the 
economic status of library personnel. 


Approximately one out of five libraries 
will be given this questionnaire. Thus, a 
representative sampling of the general 
library situation will be obtained. 

Covering both professional and non- 
professional employees, the query will 
include 31 questions. Participants will 
not sign the papers. By keeping the in- 
dividual replies confidential, frankness in 
the replies is expected. 

In the last question the inquiree will 
have a chance to get such things off his 
chest as his opinion on rate of pay, work- 
ing hours, promotion opportunities, qual- 
ity of supervision and the general 
satisfactory or unsatisfactory nature of 
the job. 


SCHOOL LIBRARIANS 
ATTEND MIDWINTER 


Over 20 Indiana school librarians 
showed great interest in the meetings of 
the American Association of School Li- 
— at the midwinter conference of 


Margaret Turk of Terre Haute, presi- 
dent of the Indiana School Librarians 
Association represented that group at 
the meeting. Esther V. Burrin and Mary 
Louise Mann are representatives on the 
council. 

A highlight of the school library af- 
fairs was a talk by Kenneth Oberholtzer, 
a Denver School man, at the Saturday 
luncheon. 





RINGO, FRENCH TAKE 
PART IN CONFERENCE 


Sponsored jointly by Purdue and In- 
diana Universities, the second annual 
conference on Adult Education was held 
at Purdue Januray 13 and 14. 


This conference emphasized the vari- 
ous kinds of adult education activity 
being carried on throughout the state. 


Lois Ringo, librarian of the Anderson 
Public Library took part as a member 
of the newly organized Adult Education 
Council of Anderson. The regular Janu- 
ary meeting of this council was held 
before the entire assembly of the confer- 
ence in order to demonstrate the pur- 
poses and activities of local councils. 


The Indianapolis Public Library was 
represented by Pauline French, who 
described that library’s film-forum pro- 
gram. These forums, Miss French ex- 
plained, were designed to interest 
non-readers in world issues, such as 
United Nations and Atomic Energy 
control. 


RECRUITING ISSUE 


As Chairman of the Recruiting Com- 
mittee of the Division of Libraries for 
Children and Young People, Esther V. 
Burrin assisted Margaret Walraven, edi- 
tor of Top of the News in publishing a 
special December, 1948, recruiting issue. 


LEGISLATIVE NOTE 


House Bill 196, which appeared to 
apply to all cities of the second class, 
was found to apply only to the Wil- 
lard Library, Evansville, permitting 
this library to obtain a higher tax 
rate. Mrs. Gray D. Williams, the 
librarian, hopes the bill will pass. 
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LIBRARY OF THE MONTH 


BATESVILLE 


Hazel M. Andres, Librarian 


That “new look” was very much in evidence at 
the formal opening of the Batesville Public Library 
a few weeks ago. The library, formerly one room 
18’ x 32’, now occupies three rooms on the second 
floor of the Memorial Building. Visitors first enter 
the middle room which is devoted entirely to the 
librarian for office and administration purposes. 
Another room having new and commodious shelv- 
ing has been assigned to the adult department. The 
third room is being used for the children’s section 
and Saturday Story Hour programs are featured 


there. 


The rooms have been redecorated. Walls are 
light green, ceilings white and the floors are newly 
polished. All furniture and equipment including tables, chairs, book truck, card cabinets, shelving, etc., has been donated by local 
industrial plants and much of it was made in Batesville’s modern furniture factories. Numerous books were purchased and donated 
by local civic organizations. New light fixtures and blinds complete the picture. 


Mrs. Andres can justly be proud of the accomplishments which have been attained since January, 1945, when she accepted her 
present position. The tax levy formerly 3c is now 8c. During 1945 there were 1,471 books, 246 borrowers, and a circulation of 


7,805. The 1948 totals up to December Ist show 4,484 books, 703 borrowers, and 15,277 circulation. 


Why not have your library be the library of next month? Write the Heckman Bindery, or contact Ernie Marshall, your Heckman representative. 


Library of the month is sponsored by 


THE HECKMAN BINDERY 


NORTH MANCHESTER, IND. 








